
 Bitterroot Early Learning 
Center 

“A Great Place to Grow” 
 

1065 Tefft St Corvallis Montana  

406-961-0123 
www.bitterrootearlylearningcenter.com 

 

BELC E-Packet 

Thank you so much for requesting more information about Bitterroot Early 
Learning Center. We are thrilled that you are looking for the absolute BEST early 
education opportunity for your family! We have included some information about 
our many programs and services here at BELC. You can also find lots of 
information on our website. Please don’t hesitate to give us a call if you have any 
questions. Also, if we haven’t already scheduled a tour, give us a call ASAP so we 
can set up an appointment for you to come see our facility! We know you’re going 

to love it! 

We look forward to meeting 
you and your family,  

LaRee Jessop, Shanae 
Plocher & Briana Sykes 

Your Center Management Team 

 

 

 

 

 



Infant Program 

Our infant program is completely devoted to the 
well-being of our infants. We provide out littlest 
babies with a quiet, serene atmosphere where they 
can play and learn and just be babies! We have 
separate cribs allowing for a more relaxed, peaceful 
rest period. Our center provides all diapers, wipes, 
and formula for your baby 
as well as homemade meals 
when they begin the table 
food process. If you are 
breastfeeding, we have all 
the high tech amenities to 
defrost and store your baby’s main source of 
nourishment.  Our infants run the show in their 
classroom, eating and sleeping on demand. Our high 
quality staff develops relationships with your baby, 
fostering optimal learning. They will play with colors, 
numbers, and shapes, sing songs, look at books, and 
even learn basic baby sign language. All this with the 
typical holding, cuddling and cooing that take place 
all day long. Our infant program is top-notch! 

 

Jr. Toddler Class 

Toddlers are naturally curious and 
eager little learners. Their brains 
are like sponges, absorbing all the 
knowledge they can, and that is 
why each day in our Jr. Toddler 
class, it is filled with learning 
activities disguised as FUN! Our 
learning experiences are designed 
to promote a toddlers growing 

“Both of our daughters started 

at Bitterroot Early Learning 

Center when they were just 3 

months old. Our oldest is now 

in their preschool program. She 

has been there for almost 4 

years. We could not be happier 

with the care they receive on a 

daily basis. The teachers and 

management is very patient, 

attentive, and well trained. The 

atmosphere in the classrooms 

is also comfortable and 

inviting.  

Our daughters always come 

home with big smiles on their 

faces and stories to tell from 

the day. The entire staff loves 

every one of the kids and it 

shows. BELC also provides 

extra activities like swimming 

and gymnastics for the kids.  

Choosing the right daycare is 

one of the hardest decisions 

we make as parents, but we 

are confident we made the 

right choice. We highly 

recommend BELC!” 

-Lisa and Bryson Lewis, parents 

of Brylie and Weslie Lewis 

” 



independence, develop their social skills and foster 
self-confidence. Our teachers are knowledgeable 
about the ever changing development of toddlers 
and can easily adapt programs and activities to each 
individual child’s age and stage. You will love our 
program and be amazed at just how much your 
toddler will learn in our super FUN Jr. Toddler class! 

 

Sr. Toddler Class 

Our 2-3 year olds are so ready to learn how to be 
“big-kids” (ie—preschoolers.) The days in this 

classroom are more structured than 
in the Jr. Class, prepping them for 
the Preschool classes. They have 
daily circle time, arts & crafts, 
stories, songs, dancing, music time, 
and lots and lots of POTTY 
TRAINING! Learning to use the potty 
is an important life skill essential to 
developing independence, and our 

teachers are PRO’s at partnering with you on this. 
Teachers are also working with your child on small 
motor skills such as holding crayons/pencils and 
cutting with scissors as well as the basic abc’s and 
123’s of any preschool class.  

 

Preschool Programs 

Our Jr. & Sr. Preschool classrooms follow the 
Montana Early Learning Standards for their 
curriculum. They focus on enhancing your child’s 
confidence and independence by providing activities 
to help them become problem solvers and lifelong 

 

“We have spent the last 6 

years raising our 3 children 

with the BELC staff and 

parents. The experiences my 

children have been provided go 

beyond just the minimum 

requirements found with most 

early education facilities. In 

fact, I would even count them 

as lucky to get to do all the 

things they do. They provide so 

many extracurricular activities 

and special classroom 

experiences and my kids are 

engaged and excited for each 

day.  

I too feel lucky that we’ve 

found such a great staff, 

school, and community to 

mold my children into the 

brave, outgoing, and smart 

kids they are becoming. 

Thank you BELC for loving my 

kids.” 

-The Schrantz Parents, parents 

of Carter, Gwendolyn, and 

Brooks 



learners. Social skills are developed and nurtured 
as your preschooler is learning how to be a good 
friend. Classroom jobs introduce the concepts of 
responsibility and dependability to your child. 
(While we prefer children to be potty trained for 
preschool, we will help your child continue to 
master this skill if needed.) 

 

School Age Programs 

Bitterroot Early Learning Center offers several options for school age children. 

 Before and after school programs with transportation provided to and from 
the Corvallis School District. 

 Snow days, drop in days, and school breaks 

 BELC’s Summer Day Camp (12 weeks of summer FUN!) 

We offer safe, age- appropriate activities guaranteed to keep your child engaged 
and learning whether here once in a while or all summer long. Call us today for 
more info on our School Age programs.  

 

Play Based Learning 

Children are naturally motivated to play. A play-based program builds on this 
motivation, using play as a context for learning. In this context, children can 

explore experiment, discover and 
solve problems in imaginative and 
playful ways. 

A play-based approach involves both 
child-initiated and teacher-supported 
learning. The teacher encourages 
children’s learning and inquiry 
through interactions that aim to 
stretch their thinking to higher levels. 

https://www.oup.com.au/books/higher-education/education/9780190303211-play-in-early-childhood-education
https://www.oup.com.au/books/higher-education/education/9780190303211-play-in-early-childhood-education


Research shows play-based programs for young children can provide a strong 
basis for later success at school. They support the development of socially 
competent learners, able to face challenges and create solutions. 

 

Extra-Curricular 

Activities 

Each week our children, infant through 
preschool, receive a free music class where 
they learn about instruments and keeping 

a steady beat. The kids work hard during the year to put on a spring and Holiday 
concert for their families.  

Once a week, our preschool classrooms have the option of attending swim 
lessons at Bitterroot Aquatic Center. Twice a month they have the same 
opportunity to participate in gymnastics classes at Velocity Gymnastics. All lessons 
are exclusive to enrolled BELC Preschoolers.   

We also do our part to bridge the age and 
interaction gap in our preschoolers by visiting 
the elderly monthly, and participating in 
shared interest activities, such as, games, 
puzzles, and arts and crafts.  

All activities are held during BELC hours and transportation is included.  

 

ASQ Screenings 

We implement social/emotional and developmental screenings on each child 
from ages 0-5 to make sure that each one is meeting their age specific milestones. 
These screenings are performed twice a year to keep track of steady growth. 

If a child needs additional support, we have resources readily available.  



 

 

Free Meals & 

Snacks 

All meals and snacks are 
homemade and provided to all 
enrolled children at no extra 
cost. We participate with the 
CACFP and follow their 
guidelines for child nutrition. So 
put those lunchboxes away! No need to pack anything. 
We also provide all infant formula.  

 

Secure Door 

Entry System 

We have an open door policy; 
however, ONLY authorized 
persons are able to enter the 
building from 9am-4:30pm, by 
using a card that is available for 

purchase at our front office. Any person without a card 
MUST ring the bell for entry by staff, ensuring our 
children’s safety every day.  

 

 

“My two children have been going 

to Bitterroot Early Learning Center 

since spring of 2018. 

When signing them up, I didn’t 

realize that I wasn’t just getting 

childcare, that we would in fact 

gain another family.  

LaRee and her staff have gone 

above and beyond. They love and 

support my littles while I am able 

to go to school and follow my 

dream career. They took on the 

changes our family was going 

through and helped make the 

transition easier on all of us.  

I would recommend BELC to 

ANYONE.” 

-Olivia and Michael Addyman, 

parents of Tegan and Finley  



Live Streaming Webcams 

We offer parents TRUE PEACE OF MIND in 
their child care choice with our live 
streaming webcams. Just use your 
password to log into our cameras and stay 
connected with your child. Witness 
firsthand the quality care your children 
are receiving! 

Electronic Daily Reports 

We pride ourselves on using technology to make 
business and communication easier. We now have a free 
app, called HiMama that will send your child’s daily 
reports to your phone in real time! How cool is that? 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Start Partnership 

We bring the best in quality to the children and families in our center, and our 
community partnerships prove it! Head Start officials regularly monitor our 
programs to ensure we are meeting their high standards for quality early 
childhood education.  



 

Best Beginnings STARS to Quality 

BELC is proud to be a rated member of the State of Montana’s STARS 
program. 

The Best Beginnings STARS to Quality Program of the Montana 
Department of Public Health and Human Services is a voluntary quality 
rating improvement system that aligns quality indicators with support 
and incentives for early childhood programs and early  childhood 
professionals. 

The Best Beginnings STARS to Quality Program was developed with input 
from statewide stakeholders; professionals, parents, early 

childhood professionals, and national 
experts committed to providing high 
quality early childhood experiences 
for young children in out of home 
care. 

To achieve STAR levels, facilities 
must meet and achieve specific 
quality criteria in Early Childhood 

Education, Qualifications & Training, Staff and Caregiver -to-Child Ratio, 
Family and Community Partnerships, Leadership & Program 
Management, and Environments for Care & Learning. These criteria 
include meeting all DPHHS Child Care Licensing or Registration 
Standards and successful completion of a variety of  specific training 
requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 


